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Jar. re ter Shepherd 
321 W 104 St., 
sic, m 1C025 

Dear Peter, 

Consideiing the failure of our earlier relationehl -n + „ . 

ss zsr “ d ** -» gsr 

We have not noved. The routes have been xenuBbcoed a^ain. 

an ,, th9 oh ““® tLat P^-hap* mere aay be a future, although I have a 

-/ *i.ateu case cu phlebitis, because you have read Whitewash IV as 1 nut •?+• f!l * *, 

asree'i m. -,^n t - ? . those aot ^preseed Uith which I'd undoubtedly 

^ «“ ^amtiona. Please- do not take this Z 

s^Hr~ sihf“ 

what w to be Lo^teS in *? **" unpwd r0 ^ h draft <* 

turned out to be thf*S£t£ s^Z^tTl *** 

the business of the ship, that Zt £ - ^ £ a * ay iroa « 2xo ^ for 

iirvin cosaittea did not Juhlish. * ^ untamed what in the end the 

nationally I can t toll you how asny ssrsaissi r- lecticnr t v »»*»■• »--■*« r 
first nook. In no case was there an adverse ediL-^T^--n + ^ ^ lor ay 

I wrote that book, to meet a contract deadlln- if^^t' ™ WS f®. ^ raVss * 

over the advance sale of 25,000 few mIwmk* ™ ‘ r dr °° l3 

contract and doesn’t even return the as. Sere- did "** ^ 

particularly Pocket and Doubled*?, ,-ere rcr -^Lblvbo^Jf ^ ?UbUaher8 » 

I 4 - n ,*w.,i . t . ru ~**s l V noHssx in giving ao ail f ©rent but 


.rutm ui c 4plana ti or s lor ro.j v-oti.r - - 


work f i 


P-2 


reckons • Dell— Dial 


Rented it three tines and then cans to ae for a ?^3,(w'h^ n ^' ■ , 

the second book in a 0 ve®ber and when I or<nt«V l*- ^ t ' iaey acted 

c iO'*Ti 4U- f*, : + P tixi it* ir*. B^jcguioev c&}&& to £ alaost 


do tijat can serve. You put it differently but vnu «ii . , - -- - — 

important service," y y ° v ‘ C£U "‘ ^'* a “ ««rk you read "an 

4 _ tn K Gf tha Work ? that Allowed Bsine only ons was honest. It was, in fact srrent. It 
is to be reissued in q k» ■»»-,. * xavx f great, it 

“ d “<*» «-»«W 'in' th. sLrJ m^t^^^TTST 

already researched anx witlr^iv ^ - . . " a ~* °° <u ® trot *“*'= ! m ®» I had 

t* I alU -hen ffaxxisoa owno along and in 


ioa I ccjtso to understand 


i.u pi * ^ a. . «««« tLiong ana in 

- event as that assassins^ ^ la 

second book, as annr I -r ... u xc a- 0 ^* Vine still to be written 

«S =^-”3, “.STliSTi “ * “ ““ “.«?*«• “•«“ '».*• «*. y «^ ago 
«fan w-old “/* f / i-wnea , a recast syseif .in the role of the one 

with the AcLu when to Freedom tf ^ ^ 1 started 

w^ not until. 1369 that I could, be^in to Use It. bincelhlfl “ 

S r° wS^r C '^f Ul r y ’ The 0UH 8Ult 0f ^ ^ I'-losi" tot 

o ».,u - wont st^r , Mi flryt c , f four oitetJl ^ thc Cor^ress an requiring 



amending of the law. The Conference Report isssi quit-' exolicit Tn ,wt , . T 
consider a considerable victory and voShwhilTJirvice (Ihl l™, V* ^ 

on rewriting the law through ae, in th- stri- fiiL, , so ^' r£ ® 8nt a -^-^ engaged 

^tod in th, last iilSd " tar the *^ ded 1«. partly 

sees, iSLSS! and completed, oven an I look bach oa it . 

*»* rv”j«. d stfss Lr£ iZtn rir* ° «-."»>*«« -» «™*- ** 

" te tel i* '«*•? “«■* •* I - rTiS; zzgt S” 

as j.t probably shows, I wrote Whitewash ±w TV ■»*> . -, , 

?£li S?1S Tr 

E «r **? -«•;»»»; z&tjss&sz f 

nna „c prepare i0 r an evidentiary hea^in* f Q -r j p ’ . DOo "‘ 6ec *uss ~ 

* jia*in 0 xor James &arl Ray, wnose invsstiga : or I am. 

later did. Car* you iite#ne^h,7 odd^S^ st “* **** 1 

legal work we've established a new urineiifc, of hw-T- Tv L d ?? ag aoat 01 the 
of a habeas saxaqax corpus aeti tinner. We Tl/V,, to 'i* ' ho ^scovery rights 

we get a trial there- W ’ t ‘ ^-TT Z , \* T M C0 f t 01 ^^le on this. If 
A ™ 1 A ' : ' ? - still getting more. ItTT ™4 a LrfJZ.l'. _ T!_f*l?* tea ^ toa , c;iaijned evidence* 


T+ 


even look at tins new evidence when I offered It.) 


. ~ - VIA- 

^~ A unlike uho r^CfcHt ^ijrics B3rj.es* 


wouldn't 


rn , . the Plater hivto’t goofed twice, once in shooting tte nega+ivs* and f,. 
/ ” TOs » ! "®«* oi olu- s to check and printing t-,© v-"o»'~ t’-- wT * b . 

>s.on out at least two months earlier. IfweT minte* a LTT r T ^ ? ! ?0ttld mve 

Kecphis on the hay case. ? 80mrt tte ^ 1 >»d to leave for 


J i*s borrowed, the money „„ wt .. , . 
of l.v other hook. The m;er cost msie that 


ei'iough radio interest for” cowntl^s pr^gr^bv P h 0 r 
we are in too black if you do not consider the oust o 


th*. printer. I cw.v«aced otlur coots frota tin? sal 
ulixig. Tiso news attention goaorates 


Between these an 
Setting what is 


jo a WijoloshXer. hookas 


’iat is m tla 


uOO.' 


“ it i 


and 

Sr Oil© 


tu> labor of esiling. Only- 350 co&tea went 
ox trioec copies you got. 

t<, ‘v-rr to h 

• 'ss“ ~ p f, 

substance reported = r -d v»i thi* -iu, ° c " j ? r38, ‘ co-l erwnce tet in no case was the 


„ ,r 7 ‘-UPMKJ, or oio in tne r 

^ oSviTT: ‘ rl t!. 0060 ’ ff^ «ny effort with wholesalers. , C3 utu 
co^tedtT 1C “ a c ? rrected fira ” d^ft part 


its li tux-ary 


111X103 


ifc:. field 


aid- 1967 . Farts u* 08 t ht 


prof®seiwaa3 


.Kvvoiuted. but frost ordinary foil 
ocholars, I ha getting fantaxyic 


:s of vifich were 


nous who 


TsS’id 

rave: 


X gUr;f33 X Q.M P’-SftJLly S ?1 vj_ T] O ’ 4 <5 ■fcb-o'T’ P l 1 ... .>,■»-* \, • , . 

live by st-areotypes and hsv<» difficult*- wnm-H. A * ’ -'‘'ginning with agents, 

^^tiSr^t is 

S t 2- a P°Htical natters, 

^ the R.I i s today's headlines! ^ 1 Wr0te ^ «»»at ^ 

" x 1 ‘l- - - " Xt.-X ttudi^nce? iaC'CiiBiXy Xi.i*?g ■*’h£L + ‘ i •- ■*'•,,-! f - / H 4 , 

11 that ox tno coGViercialiaers, I’d also be- 



a ma n of means. But X could not have a. t i 

If this makes no wbfi fc 1 hav3 - And yet will. 

. — ... -**••• •»«*.- >'i!cn. - uavw. uw i‘ii i, mull. ii eras ftiaftes no 

sense to you in betas of your professional life, maybe, if it interest* you, you’ll 
find an explanation in the dedication of the first book. 

lou told me that the Watergate work I projected and wrote so/auch of in such 
speed while the s’ory was breaking was beyond the capacity of any one man. Hot so. 

And if I’d have had what writers can and do have, a little help, I could have done so 
much more} X laid the as. you saw aside and started from scratch, using none of it, 
simply because it grew too big. I then, long, long before the event, started The Uh- 
impeachment ox Richard hixon. Xf ho remembers, Dick can tell you that -lien, he asked me 
wliat the possibilities were long before he referred me to you that I laid out several and 
evaluated this as most probable. I think that was before the Ervin committee was set £ 
up. la any event it was early. The aRich-interrupteit and almost entirely unread draft 
was laid aside in September, 1 974 for the work I had to do on the hay case, (i won't 
write it but there is a book with a movie potential in one little part of that but 
1 have everything necessary for the writing. ) Other work, of which marketing Whitewash IV 
and printing and distributing Post Horten, is only part of what prevents ay competing the 
conclusions anu ©dating, nothing 1ms to bo rewritten except for literary reasons. After 
all thin time it stacks and it holds much that is entirely now. Sensational after all 
the exposures, which were contained for spurious reasons of "national interest. n Some 
lias current topicality. Maybe its day will never come but it is a substantial work 
that at any time, I'm certain, Will nor© than pay its way if, to quote the senior 
editor of one of the world* 3 largest publishers, some day 1 saeet the publisher with 
the necessary courage and ent h usia s m. (You'll find the exact words on the inside back 
cover of Whitewash, the first book.) 

What is the eoasacj&l potential of ay work? Mot one book I've published has 
lost money for me when I've never had a penny to place a single adafc, pay for any 
promotions except those I've done without budget ayaelf, and had no lecture bureau 
sending ma around. Post Kortem will inths end do more than return the mechanical costs. 

I" - s tii® book that can break it- ell wide open now. But hsxs there is none with the 
courage, including in the Congress, perhaps the times will spew one up. If this happens 
the book can go crazy. Can you imagine what with what the average book gets these could 
have done and made. 


-doKBVsr, I cio not deceive you on the fear of government, a or of the legitimacy. 

3ut it is say belief that today and for the immediate future, despite the creeping 
authoritarianism, that government would not dare do anything to anyone who publishes 
no anc cokes a real effort, ~uny an I am compared to it, I keep government on the 
defensive, I charge it with felonies whan the charge is felonious if not true. It dares 
not prosecute me when I dare it to. So, I sue it. In addition to more than I can remember, 
without any financing , past of/ pending, x have three in court now. Somehow, Jim and I 
do it. And will, more. As ths government knows, because I ^sS required to exhaust ad- 
ministrative remedies xirst. I’ll 30on bo suing' several agencies for their files on me. 
frith some X -Uivc copies they do not know I hav and I'll produce them in court. They 
no not know *mt to give me of jtfiat they have I’ve already forced them to go back in 
their files and dig out the fact that I provided part of one of FDR's more sensational 
fireside chats. I've been doing this kind of thing most of my life. I've filed for 
what I gave the government abcTut a plot to throw WDR out. And for the files on me. 

(i nave more than has been delivered..) These have to be extraordinarily voluminous. I 
don’t fear them. They fear me, 

,, short, I’m offbeat. I do things my way and almost without exception they work. 

I try to be honest because I want to be. Despite ay manner, I am cautious and when I 
resch a conclusion, as again I think Dick will tall you, it is solidly based ana he will 
not cite an error. This in itself sscres people, kike I refused to be on prime-time TV 
simply because CBS gave me a conflict of interest, bath Post Mortem about to appear. 



This may have surprised CBS but again I do not deceive you, it was no sweat for me, 
it was iaanediate and ^cutaneous and I have no regrets at all. And will have none. 
If you wonder why, maybe Frost put it best, *ith promises to keep and miles to go 
b« fore I sleop. 


X h&v© ‘tiiicen "shis "tin}© b^c&usfc X do noi# wsn£ ~to txs own publXsiior be— 
cause perhaps the time will cose when you and then a publisher may see that what I have 
done, offbeat and outlandish as it cay seem in your normal life, can be commercial. 


The life this has required of sae 
coma into possession of or knowledge of 


.3 extraordinary. In the course 
fantastic aaoanfc of promising 


materials I would love to be able to sates. share. Tills includes novels 
movies and ranges to doctoral theses that coula make successriu. boo 


of it I have 
literary 
that could make 


Phlebitis or not - and it is in both legs and I’ve typed all of this and wore 
with one log raised -I’m going to go those miles, daily when it ache3 so and the sub- 
freezing weather bites bitterly I force nysolf to walk the i .mediately necessaeay to 
fores the body to bypass the clots and develop new channels, sieybe in the faking of 
these miles before I sleep oun/paths and mtox*ests will cross, ihat is»4iy I i^rite, 

I hope my wife will find time to correct; my typos if not the syntax. 


Sincerely, 


h&rold Weisberg 



